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Good afternoon,

Brooklyn Public Schools, along with many other schools, is seeing an increase in the number of COVID
positive cases.  As you likely know, there are different different models of managing students who have
symptoms and students who are vaccinated.  We have been working very hard to give students access to
an in-person learning environment as much as possible.

The week of Thanksgiving we had zero positive cases during the three days we were in session.  Since
then, we have had 8 cases each week. Today alone we have had 8 new cases, four cases in each
BES and BMS. I am telling you this because we know that there are different variants of COVID and they
are extremely transmissible. I would ask for your patience and understanding as we try to review
the guidelines with you about the exposure date and what the options are for your child.  These
options vary based on the type of exposure.  Each scenario has some cases that individuals who
are unvaccinated MUST quarantine.

1. We began following the Decision Tree last spring. This promotes keeping children home for 10
days, unless they test after day 5, typically receive results on day 7 and return to school on day 8.

2. Screen and Stay began this fall and does allow children to return to school after an exposure,
even if they are not vaccinated.  This requires that parents are monitoring symptoms.  It does
have limitations about what the student is able to do. The state may eliminate this option
following the winter break.  There are many districts around us who are NOT using this
option because there are too many children with different levels of quarantine.

3. For winter athletics, the CIAC has developed guidelines. Please note that testing and return to
play dates are different than they are with any of the other options.

4. I am continuing to discuss the current numbers with our medical advisor, NDDH and tracking
these cases closely.  While DPH and CDC suggest slightly different ways to handle cases, it is
clear that there is an uptick in cases across the state.  Please continue to monitor for symptoms
to ensure that we can keep students healthy and in school.  STAY HOME IF THERE ARE
SYMPTOMS!

5. Survey Link: The Continuity of Services Plan can be found on our website. Comment on
the Continuity of Service Plan!

mailto:buell@brooklynschools.org
http://p10cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_169789/File/Addendum5DecisionTreeUpdated91021%20(1).pdf
http://p10cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_169789/File/COVID%20Resources/Screen%20and%20Stay%20K12_Fall%202021_FINAL11052021%20(1).pdf
http://p10cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_169789/File/CIACWinter2021-2022COVIDSportGuidanceFinalDraftv4_Approved%20(1).pdf
http://p10cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_169789/File/Brooklyn's%20Continuity%20of%20Services%20DRAFT%20Plan%20for%202021-22%20Rev.%208_2021%20(2).pdf
https://forms.gle/35PzYeeAo7Rh3rnC6
https://forms.gle/35PzYeeAo7Rh3rnC6
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The winter holidays are quickly approaching.  I want to wish you a wonderful two weeks as we get closer
to the winter break and then I would like to wish you a happy and healthy break.  Please be aware of the
large amount of COVID in our communities and stay healthy.  As you are busy with the preparations for
the end of this year and 2022, I would ask that you please keep in mind how challenging this year has
been for many.

Please be patient with the school staff who are trying to help keep students in school!  We are often
experiencing the same frustrations as you and do not want to quarantine our students.  We do understand
your frustration but do not have choices.  We are doing everything in our power to stay positive and focus
on student health and safety as well as academics.  We have had to cancel some events such as
concerts and dances due to increased numbers.  This pandemic is here to stay for a while and we are
learning how to live with it.  The fear that some people are living with as the number of cases increases
can cause stress and anxiety.  Others believe that the whole situation is exaggerated or handled
incorrectly, causing a different stress and anxiety. Students are here every day and are happy and
learning! That is the most important thing to us. We are all human and have the right to our opinions
and as we all choose every day, we can follow the rules or not.  Right now the rules still say that we need
to mask, follow mitigation strategies and quarantine at times.  We all wish this was not the case, and “this
too will pass” but not for a while. I would like to thank EACH and EVERY child, parent and employee
for their hard work and dedication to make the 2021-2022 school year a success. When we return
in January, we will have a little more than half of the year to continue the AWESOME job of educating the
students of Brooklyn!  Thank you for providing that opportunity to us!  We take our jobs seriously and are
committed to doing our very best!

I wish you love, peace, patience and kindness every day!

You can make a positive difference and

be the reason for someone having a smile during this season!

Students and staff will have a full day of school on December 23, 2021 and will have the next week off.
We will return to school on January 3, 2022.  I expect that staff will leave on Thursday and disconnect.
They will NOT be checking emails, responding to phone calls or text messages.  I hope that you take the
time to connect with each other in person and make memories!  All of the emails and contact tracing will
wait until January 3rd!

Sincerely,
Patricia L. Buell
Superintendent

Resources: NDDH COVID Vaccinations
Brooklyn Public Schools Calendar 2021-2022
CDC Travel Advisory
Brooklyn Continuity of Services Plan Survey about the Plan
Other COVID Resources BPS Website

https://www.nddh.org/services/emergency-preparedness/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccination/
http://p10cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_169789/File/Brooklyn%20District%20Page/District%20Information/Calendar/Brooklyn%202021-2022%20Calendar.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html
http://p10cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_169789/File/Brooklyn's%20Continuity%20of%20Services%20DRAFT%20Plan%20for%202021-22%20Rev.%208_2021%20(2).pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf8mjBEutRiR8wPxPVvjMYvc4rGHdrYyMp5RuZpT-wyifXi7Q/viewform
http://www.brooklynschools.org/announcements_covid_resources/c_o_v_i_d_resources

